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Next P & C Meeting 
Monday, 28 September  

5.30 pm   
School Library 

ALL WELCOME 

Principal's Report 
Next week we have two 

significant assemblies taking place.   

On Tuesday we will hold the 

Prefects Induction Ceremony where 

Captains and Vice Captains for 

2010 will be announced in 

conjunction with the swearing in 

and presentation of badges to our 

Prefect body. All Prefects were 

interviewed by a panel consisting of 

Tahlia Kable, Raju Jaiswal (our 

current school captains), Mrs Pam 

Lee (P&C President), Mr Gale 

(Prefects coordinator) and myself as 

part of the selection process for 

Captains. We were very impressed 

by the preparation and insight 

shown by our prefects at the 

Captains interviews. The many 

leadership opportunities afforded to 

our students have obviously 

prepared them well for the tasks 

ahead. 

On Thursday we officially 

farewell our Year 12 of 2009 at a 

morning assembly followed by the 

Year 12 formal commencing 6.00 

for 6.30pm in the School Hall.  

Parents and friends are encouraged 

to attend the morning assembly 

(9.00am) to share these final 

acknowledgements with our Year 

12. 

The National Assessment 

Program (NAPLAN) - Literacy and 

Numeracy were distributed to Year 

7 and 9 students and parents on 

Monday, 21 September.  The 

National Assessment is designed to 

provide information on student 

performance across a number of 

levels of achievement.  The 

NAPLAN program also provides 

additional information for teachers 

to assist in identifying student 

strengths and weaknesses in literacy 

and numeracy. 

Mrs Stafford has provided the 

opportunity for parents/caregivers 

to discuss their children's 

performances on the following 

evenings - Year 7 (28/9/09), Year 9 

(29/9/09).  Additional information 

will be available which will 

communicate a more comprehensive 

analysis of individual student 

achievement. 

Mr Enks will also provide an 

analysis of aggregated results and 

how they will be used to assist with 

school planning to enhance literacy 

and numeracy development. 

The most significant outcome for 

our students is the significant value 

adding that was achieved, compared 

to the average state growth in 

Reading, Writing, Overall Literacy 

and Numeracy (Year 7 to 9). In a 

nutshell this tells us that although 

our cohort perform at around or just 

below state averages in several of 

the disciplines, the improvements 

(growth of learning) made by those 

students in the two years since 

sitting the NAPLAN has been well 

above state averages. 

I was particularly pleased with 

the significant improvement in 

writing skills. Writing was included 

in our School Plan for 2009 as a 

school target following some poor 

results in this area in 2008. Faculties 

evaluated teaching programs and 

developed strategies to improve 

writing skills. NAPLAN results 

indicate we have made significant 

gains. 

I was approached recently by the 

DET requesting Coonabarabran 

High be part of the Rural Schools 

Outcomes Project.  We have been 

identified as one of the highest 

achieving rural schools in the state.  

The project will involve us taking 

part in a research project to identify 

ñwhat worksò and how other schools 

might be able to implement some of 

the successful strategies used here at 

Coonabarabran High. Staff, students 
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and parents will be involved by 

providing information to the 

committee who will be visiting the 

school on 9/10 November. 

 Congratulations to all our 

students who have been presenting 

their major works and musical 

performances to HSC markers.  The 

range of talents that our students have 

displayed is truly amazing and a 

credit to the teaching staff but equally 

importantly, to the support given by 

you as parents.   

A representative of the local 

church groups will be attending 

Monday nights P&C meeting to 

discuss the possible inclusion of 

religious studies into the Year 7 

curriculum for 2010. Parents are 

encouraged to attend the meeting. 

Finally, I wish our Year 12ôs all 

the best in their final preparation for 

the HSC.  Teachers will be 

conducting several tutorials during 

the holidays and students are 

encouraged to take advantage of this 

quality time. To all families I hope 

you have an enjoyable and injury free 

holiday break with your children. 

K Sharp 

PO Box 3  
COONABARABRAN 

NSW  2357 
Phone:  02) 6842 1099    Fax:  02) 6842 2267 

www.coonabarab-h.schools.nsw.edu.au 
P Lee 

P & C President 
K Sharp 
Principal 

25 September 2009 

 

Important Dates  
September  
28 Year 11 Concert 
28 P & C Meeting 
29 Prefect Induction 
October  
1 Year 12 Farewell Assembly  
 and Dinner 
2 Last Day of Term 3 
19 First Day of Term 4 
20 HSC commences 
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Presidentôs Report  

There has been a request to introduce scripture 

classes to our school.  At the next P&C meeting on 

Monday, 28 September, we will have a guest speaker to 

explain the proposal.  Please come along and hear what 

they have to say about  this major change. 

At the last P&C meeting, we gave preliminary 

approval for expenditure on another interactive 

whiteboard at a cost of $6213 and a shade structure for 

the senior quad at an estimated cost of around $3000.  

P&C rules state that any expenditure over $1000 must 

be published in the minutes in our newsletter before the 

motion can be finally approved, so please have a look at 

the minutes and inform the P&C if you have any 

reservations about this expenditure. 

The minutes also report that there was a proposal to 

hold a Malaysian Curry Night fundraiser.  This has had 

to be postponed until early next year. This promises to 

be a great night out, so look out for further details in 

February. 

We have a family ticket for the Crooked Mountain 

Concert on 14th November  to raffle.  Tickets cost $1 

each and the draw will take place on 30th October.  

Tickets can be bought from P&C members or the school 

office. 

There will be significant change in the English 

Department with Sharyn Stafford leaving her position as 

Head Teacher at the end of this term.  The P&C wishes 

her well in her new ventures and thanks her for all her 

hard work and support for our students and our school 

over the years. 

Year 12 students are coming to the end of their time 

at school.  The major projects and some practical 

examinations are already completed.  Coonabarabran 

High School equips its students well for whatever 

ambitions they may have and supports them in their 

choices.  The P&C wishes all our HSC students good 

luck in their upcoming exams and all the very best for a 

successful future.  

Pam Lee  
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Treasurer's Report  

COONABARABRAN HIGH SCHOOL  

Parents and Citizens' Association  

Statement of Receipts and Payments  

as at 31 August 2009 

      BALANCE  

Opening Cash Balance as at 31 July 

2009   
       

$12,876.02  

  Add Receipts     

Receipt No        

        

797 
Food sales Julie 
McGlashan Expo   $74.80 

  NW Equestrian   $221.80 

        

  Less Payments     

Cheque No        

        

501 Krysties meats (for Expo)   $394.00 

        

  Total 
 $             
-      

  
CASH BOOK BALANCE 

AS AT 31 AUGUST 2009    $12,778.62 

        

  Bank Reconciliation      

  
Balance as per Statement 
31 July 09   $12,876.02 

        

  
Add Deposits since 31 July 
2009 2009     

Receipt No        

797 Food sales  $74.80   

  NW Equestrian $221.80   

        

  Total 
       
$296.60  

       
$13,172.62  

        

  

Less unpresented cheques/
payments since 31 July 
2009     

Cheque No        

501 Kristies meats $394.00   

        

  
STATEMENT TOTAL AS 
AT 28 AUGUST 2009 

       
$394.00  

      

$12,778.62  
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Coonabarabran High School P&C Association  

Meeting ð 31st August 2009  

Meeting Opened:   5.34pm  

 

Present:  Pam Lee (Chair), Mark Fosdick, Rebecca Ryan, 

Rendle Hannah, Brenda Grant, Sue Hincks, Sharon 

Lather, Tracee McHugh, Graham Enks, Pam Ramage, 

Narelle Pfieffer.  

Apologies:  Sue Murphy, Kevin Sharp, Kellie Nash, Leesa 

Kelly.  

Moved:   Tracee McHugh  

Seconded:   Mark Fosdick  

 

Minutes of the previous meeting of the Coonabarabran 

High School P&C accepted as a true and accurate 

record.  

Moved:   Rebecca Ryan  

Seconded:    Mark Fosdick  

 

Business Arising:  

¶ Nomination for Mary Doolanõs teaching award ð 

Mary conveys her thanks for the nomination.  A 

certificate has been received by Mary.  

 

Correspondence In:  

¶ Expo Certificate  

¶ P&C Journal  

¶ P&C Annual Report 2009  

¶ Assorted fundraising brochures  
 

Correspondence Out:  

 

Motion that correspondence be accepted and 

approved.  

Moved:   Brenda Grant  

Seconded:   Rendle Hannah  

 

Treasurers Report:   presented up to 31 st July 2009.  

Tabled and presented by Mark Fosdick.  

Moved:   Mark Fosdick  

Seconded:  Rebecca Ryan  

 

Canteen Report:  

Tabled and presented by Viv Evans.  

$5000.00 has been requested by the High School and 

approved by the canteen committee.  

Motion that the P&C committee approve the request.  

Moved:  Viv Evans 

Seconded:    Pam Lee  

 

School Council:  No report  

 

Environment Committee:   No report  

 

Grounds Committee:  The Library staff invited other staff 

to contribute trees for Arbor Day.  A total of 20 

trees have been planted in the last month.  

Clinton to be congratulated on the appearance 

of the school graunds.  

 

Principalõs Report:  No report  

 

Deputy Principalõs Report: 

¶ Year 12 ð Trial exams held in Week 3 of this term.  

The timing of the exams will be evaluated but the 

idea was to give quality time for study and identify 

strengths and weaknesses for student revision.  

Students, individually, have been given a summary 

 by their teachers about where they perceive gains 

may be made in their study leading up to the HSC.  

¶ Year 12 Farewell ð organisation in hand with Mr 

Shand and parents.  The function is to be held at 

the High School.  

¶ Year 10 ð met last Thursday with BOS for 

information about subject selection.  

¶ Meeting with St Lawrence Central School parents 

and students.  A transition program is underway.  

¶ Year 10 Studyplus is currently underway in 

preparation for School Certificate exams.  

¶ NAPLAN ð results will be released to students and 

parents on 14 th September 2009.  

¶ Laptops for Year 9 ð installed with programs for 

educational purposes.  Parents will be required to 

sign a ôcontractõ for the laptop to be taken home.  

Ownership of the laptop is only gained on 

completing Year 12.  

¶ COLA ð tenders have closed for this last week.  

¶ Proposal to introduce Religious instruction.  

¶ Transition to Year 7 ð this process is in hand.  

Duncan Graham is next yearõs Year 7 Advisor. 

¶ Primary School students, Years 5 & 6, were invited 

to welfare and self -esteem programs run recently.  

¶ Another boyõs welfare program will be conducted 

in Term 4. 

¶ English faculty review ð Friday 18 th September 2009

ð parent representative required and requested of 

P&C. 

¶ Open Girls Netball ð competing in Sydney ð one of 

the top 16 teams in the State.  

¶ Sharon Stafford ð Head Teacher of English ð will be 

leaving at the end of this term.  

 

General Business:  

¶ School funding ð a request to P&C to provide 

funding for a shade structure and poles and the 

cost of another interactive whiteboard, totalling 

approximately $9200.00.  The P&C has sufficient 

funds to cover the cost of this request with the 

inclusion of $5000.00 from Canteen.  

Motion to provide the funds as requested.  

Moved:   Pam Lee  

Seconded:  Sue Hincks.  Carried.  

¶ P&C insurance and affiliation is yet to be received.  

¶ Flagging for Motox ð Sunday 4 th October ð 1st 

Sunday of school holidays.  Pam Ramage to 

coordinate.  

¶ International Food Night ð Friday 25 th September 

2009 ð Malaysian Banquet at the Acacia 

Restaurant.  Cost of $40.00/head.  Invite 

Coonandry or Mt Eyre vineyards to bring along 

wines.  P&C to provide pre -dinner nibbles, etc.  A 

raffle to be conducted on the night. (Note: now 

postponed until 2010).  

¶ Golf Day ð hold over until next year.  

¶ Next yearõs raffle ð ideas needed for major prize.  

¶ Crooked Mountain Concert ð NPWS to donate a 

family ticket for raffling prior to and at the 

Malaysian banquet night.  Winner to be drawn at 

the Malaysian Banquet. (Note: raffle to be drawn 

on a different occasion due to postponement of 

Malaysian Banquet.)  

 

Meeting Closed:  6.55pm  

The next P&C meeting will be held on 28 th September 

2009. 
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Geography Competition  2009 
In early August students from Years 9 and 10 Geography 

classes competed in the NSW Geography Competition 

conducted by the Western Sydney Social Sciences Teachers 

Association. Questions were drawn from the Years 9 and 10 

coursework and incorporate a wide range of geographical 

tools and skills from the junior Geography coursework. 

Our students performed very creditably again this year, 

with 2 high distinctions, 7 distinctions and 37 credits 

awarded. The competition also provides valuable practice of 

coursework under examination conditions as part of studentôs 

preparation for their School Certificate.  Certificates were 

awarded to: 

YOUR TIME STARTS NOWéé.. 
 

My earliest memory is é..lying on the bed being tickled 
by my mother (age 8 months). 
 

I donôt like talking abouté.the horrors of war. 
 

At school é..I do my best to do a good job. 
 

My first relationship was ésweet and innocent. 
 

My most treasured possession is é.my family and 
friends. 
 

My mother always told me éto look people in the eye 
when I talk to them. 
 

At home I cook égluten free. 
 

I wish I had éa job where I did not have to take work 
home. 
 

I wish I hadn't éhad my hair permed when I was 19. 
 

My most humiliating moment was éthat time whené, 
that time whené, too many to write here! 
 

My happiest moment was éwhen my two beautiful 
sons were born. 
 

My favourite gadget is ...my I-phone. 
 

My last meal would be éfull of gluten. 
 

When I was a child I wanted to ...change the world. 
 

The book that changed my life éôA Fine Balanceô by 
Rohinton Mistry. 
 

Iôm very bad at .éMath. 
 

Friends say I am é..a really good organiser. 
 

Itôs not fashionable but I love é.my pink dressing 
gown. 
 

The song Iôd like played at my funeral is éôSheôs 
coming up so you better get the party startedô by Pink. 
 

The last big belly laugh I had was é.at something 
silly I did (almost a daily occurrence) 
 

The hardest thing Iôve ever done was ...give birth 
(twice!) 
 

If only I could ...fly. 
 

My greatest fear is ..being buried alive. 
 

My worst job was é.check out chick at óFlemingsô pre 
scanning and conveyor belts. 
 

What I donôt find amusing iséracism. 
 

Iôm always being asked éòMiss, how do you write an 
essay?ô 
 

My favourite work of art is ....anything by Gustav Klint. 
 

Cat or dog? ....Dog 
 

At the moment Iôm listening to...the sound of the rain 
on my tin roof. 
 

I often wonder é.what the future holds. 
 

Sharyn Stafford is currently Head 
Teacher of the English Faculty, but  will 
be leaving Coona High at the end of this 
term to teach at Frensham Ladies 
College at Mittagong. 

Alyssa Verrender Gabrielle Teale-McEvoy 

Victoria Lee Bridget Fox 

Ruby Bouwsema Imogen Morrissey 

Jessica Murphy Sam Rawlinson 

Luke Taylor Jayden Wood-Nicholson 

Russell Murray Miranda Jaiswal 

Nerida Hannah Craig McGlashan 

Blake Watt Melanie Mills 

Tim McManus Hugh Ryan 

Richelle King Rebecca Threw 

William Fosdick James Bowden 

Lucy McWhirter Lucy Dowling 

Joshua Douglas Gemma Evans 

Zac Khodary Carlie Parnell 

Jodie Murphy Meghan Silk 

Lachlan Smith Jessica Cormie 

Natalee Trow Eathan Reeks 

Dominic Stafford Rhiannon Taylor 

Anna Ramage Taneya Watton 

Rachel Storer Joshua Thurston 

Chris Frith Dean Wrench 

Leda Greenwood Reginald Dunn 

Matthew McHugh   

High Distinction 

Distinction 

Credit 
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Year 12 Design & Technology  

and Industrial Technology  

Major Projects 2009 

 
Over the past few weeks the Year 12 Design & 

Technology and Industrial Technology projects 

have been successfully completed and marked by 

the HSC marking teams. 

All the projects were completed to a very high 

standard and were very eye catching to all who 

viewed them. 

The students worked very hard to produce 

their authentic projects ranging from a motor 

bike trailer to saxophone mouthpieces. 

The following is a list of Industrial Technology 

projects and the students who produced them: 

 

Entertainment Unit  Matthew Hotchkiss 

Coffee Table   Bobby Stewart 

Rustic Entertainment Unit Simon Frazer 

Dining Table    Thomas Morrissey 

Double Rocking Chair  Mungo Ryan 

 

The following is a list of Design and 

Technology projects and the students who 

produced them: 

 

Motorbike Trailer   Bobby Stewart 

Saxophone Mouthpieces Annie McKinnon 

Quad Bike Rack   Nathan Silk 

Swag Hammock   Thomas Morrissey 

 

The marks from their Major Project and Folio 

will be combined with their HSC Examination 

mark to make up their overall HSC result which 

will be eagerly received in December. 

Thank you to everyone who assisted the 

students through this busy time in their lives to 

complete their Major Projects. 
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Local Students Commended for Performance 
in the Science International Competitions and 

Assessment for Schools (ICAS) Tests 
Students from Coonabarabran High School 

achieved outstanding results when they participated 

in the ICAS tests this year.  ICAS tests are 

developed by Educational Assessment Australia 

(EAA),UNSW Global Pty Limited and are 

conducted annually across Australia and 12 other 

countries. 

ñThe Science International Competitions and 

Assessment for Schools provide extensive 

independent evaluations of studentsô skills and 

knowledge and understanding in core learning 

areas.  These skills and understandings are 

important indicators of success in school and 

beyond,ò  said Penny Hutton, Assessment Manager 

at EAA.  ñAll students from Coonabarabran High 

School are to be congratulated on their significant 

achievements.ò  

The following students are to be congratulated 

on their outstanding achievements. 

Geoffrey Lee and William Fosdick  received  

Credits.  Marcus Young and Victoria Lee attained 

Distinctions.  Kevin Lee achieved an excellent 

result of a  High Distinction.  

COONABARABRAN  
ORBITAL SWING BAND 

 

CONCERT 

Sunday, 27 September 2009 

2pm  

Coonabarabran High School Hall 
Enjoy a Sunday afternoon of excellent 

entertainment from 

Selected Orbital Swing Band Repertoire 

and 

Accomplished Instrumental Soloists 

 

ADULTS: $10 

CONCESSION: $5 

FAMILY : $25  

 

 

 

 

Afternoon Tea will be provided at Interval 
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On the 19th of August, 30 Year 8 Coonabarabran High 

School students departed on an adventure of a life time, to 

Dubbo. The overnight trip was jam-packed full of 

activities including Courage to Care, ZooSnooz and an 

Endangered Species Day at Western Plains Zoo. 

ñCourage to Careò program is run by the Jewish 

Museum in Sydney. This program brings together the 

stories of survivors of the Holocaust, with a distinct focus 

on the individuals throughout Europe that put their own 

lives at risk to save countless Jewish people, the 

ñRighteous Among the Nationsò. 

 This program includes moving testimonies from actual 

holocaust survivors. Listening to these first-hand stories is 

an experience of a lifetime. Sadly this experience  will be 

unavailable within a few years time as the survivors 

themselves are in their 70ôs and 80ôs. 

Although our students are only 13 and 14 year olds 

they were touched by the heartbreakingly emotional 

recollections of the Holocaust survivors. 

ZooSnooz is a fantastic experience where students are 

able to stay the night in tents at Western Plains Zoo. 

Students undertake both guided late night and early 

morning walks, allowing them to get up close and personal 

with many Zoo animals. The Siamang Apes put on a 

spectacular display for our students. 

Endangered Species Day was a day filled with hands- 

on activities focusing on the topics of Animal Behaviour 

and the importance of understanding behaviour for the 

well being of Zoo animals. Determining Waterway Health 

involved surveying specific invertebrates that are 

indicators of waterway health. Lastly students participated 

in a workshop on Chytrid Fungus. This is a disease that is 

decimating frog populations throughout the World. 

Students were able to see the impact of this deadly disease 

on individual frogs and the flow on effects that frog loss 

can have on Ecosystems. 
This was an exciting, informative but also very tiring 

experience for both students and teachers, but from all 
accounts the trip was enjoyed by all. (go online to see 
more photos in colour) 

 David and Michael outside the Rhino enclosure. Mikaela makes a scaly friend.   


